
Rohingya Perspectives on 
Pathways to Safe, Dignified and 

Peaceful Future 
Voices from the Refugee Camps



Context & Background

• Renewed displacement: Since late 2023, over 
150,000 Rohingya have fled into Bangladesh 
due to conflict in Rakhine State, adding to over 
1 million refugees already in camps.

• Camp insecurity: Daily life marked by 
abductions, extortion, killings, sexual 
harassment, and forced recruitment of 
Rohingya youth to fight in Myanmar.

• Purpose of report: To amplify Rohingya 
community voices, and document their own 
visions, priorities, for a safe and dignified 
future.



Methodology
• Qualitative approach: Focus on subjective perspectives within the Rohingya refugee  community 

in Cox’s Bazar across age, gender, arrival year.

• Consultations:

- 22 Focus Group Discussions including with special population groups like persons with 
disabilities, direct survivors, female headed households.

- 20 Key Informant Interviews including with community volunteers, civil society 
representatives, teachers, imams, majhi.

• Participants: Overall, 109 individuals from 33 sub-blocks across 15+ camps; Follow-up comprising 
4 FGDs with 16 participants (for validation of trends observed in data). In total - 125 voices from 
the community

• Tools: In-depth and semi-structured interviews allowing for open-ended responses

• Data Processing: Voice recorded (with consent), and transcribed into English.

• Data Analysis: Thematic & descriptive analysis, identification of key patterns in responses through 
coding (using MAXQDA); triangulation with reports, prior research & stakeholder consultations



Key Findings: No hope for safe future under Arakan 
Army (AA)

Unanimous rejection of AA: All participants across age 
and gender express it is impossible to live safely under AA 
control.

Perceived motives:
• 70%+ participants believe AA aims to “erase” Rohingya in 

Arakan.
• Others expect subjugation if forced to return under AA 

controlled Arakan: forced into camps, forced labour, absence 
of freedom of religion.

Ongoing Abuses reported:
• Severe restrictions on movement and livelihood
• Forced recruitment and forced labour
• Arbitrary arrests and cruel treatment for collecting basic 

necessities, or alleged link to Rohingya armed groups
• Looting of valuables during displacement
• Violence against women and girls

View of AA: Seen as “terrorists” or “bandits,” not 
revolutionaries.
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Expectations from Arakan Army 

- 28 participants insist that there is nothing that the AA could do to convince them that Rohingya can have 
a safe future under AA. 

- Remaining 81 participants share the 2-3 changes they need to see to build their confidence in AA; most 
note these are unrealistic expectations considering AA’s actions.



Key Findings: Repatriation and Belonging

Overwhelming desire for repatriation: Every participant 
agreed — return to Myanmar is the ultimate goal.

Conditions for repatriation:
• Citizenship and recognition of identity mentioned in every 

consultation.
• Equal rights, freedom of movement, education, livelihoods, 

religious freedom.

Current obstacles:
• Conflict between AA and Myanmar military makes return unsafe.
• 95% said elections under the junta bring no hope of safe future.
• 20% noted AA’s lack of recognition by international community 

makes them unfit to guarantee citizenship.

Trauma-related resistance:
• Survivors of 2017 “clearance operations,” widows, hijra, and 

people with disabilities do not wish to return personally due to 
trauma and social isolation — though they still hope repatriation 
happens for the wider community.

Sense of belonging: Emphasis particularly amongst youth on 
love and loyalty to Myanmar, envisioning contributions to its 
development if given equal rights.



Key Findings: Root Causes of the Crisis

65% of participants traced the crisis to 
entrenched racism and religious 
intolerance

Manufactured fear of Muslim majority in 
Arakan/Myanmar perpetuated persecution 
underlying the denial of identity, citizenship 
and rights. 

Loss of education and literacy left Rohingya 
politically powerless.

Internal divisions and lack of unity weaken 
Rohingya agency.

Participants stress the need for international 
involvement and internal unity in pursuing 
pathways for future.



Pathways Forward: Democracy and Safety

Inclusive Democracy in Myanmar:
• A legitimate government that guarantees equal rights and 

representation.
• Calls for new constitution, inclusive elections, and access to state 

services.

Rohingya defense force:
• Desire for a disciplined, politically-led, single self-defence group.
• Seen as a way to balance power with AA and gain bargaining power.
• Not widely viewed as a standalone solution, but alongside 

negotiations.

Note: Frustration over the multiple Rohingya armed groups, due to 
their criminal acts, regressive views on women’s rights. 

UN Peacekeeping & Safe Zones:
• Support for international “R2P” forces or peacekeeping presence.
• Proposal for safe zones in Maungdaw, Buthidaung, Rathedaung, 

backed by military protection by relevant states and inclusive of aid.
• Seen by some KIIs as the only way to ensure protection during and 

after repatriation.



Pathways Forward: Recognition and Co-
existence

Negotiated agreements:
• Strong support for formal agreement with AA and/or junta, 

with international guarantees.
• Dialogue with Rakhine Buddhists seen by few as a path to long-term 

coexistence, though mistrust is high.
• Apart from citizenship and restoration of basic rights, over 55% stressed 

return of original lands, farms, and homes as essential for any agreement 
of repatriation. Many still hold documents proving ownership.

Recognition of history & persecution:
• Call for Myanmar society to acknowledge Rohingya’s deep historic ties to 

Arakan.
• Desire for wider dissemination of Rohingya contributions and 

acknowledgement of systematic persecution.

Overarching preference for coexistence:
• Despite mistrust, most participants favour living peacefully alongside 

Rakhine Buddhists rather than demanding autonomy.
• Coexistence framed as a symbol of resistance, resilience, and belonging to 

Myanmar.



Key Findings: Impressions on Justice

Justice = Rights + Land/Compensation + 
Accountability

• 65% said restoring citizenship and rights 
equals justice.

• 60% demanded restitution of land/property 
and compensation.

• 58% demanded punishment of perpetrators 
(death penalty, imprisonment, or dismissal 
from office).

Survivors want recognition of suffering as 
well as material reparations.

Skepticism about international courts 
delivering timely justice.



Key Findings: Leadership Crisis

45% said there is no effective representation 
today. 
- Lack of qualifications
- Restrictions on civic spaces and risk from 

armed groups.

27 participants voiced strong distrust of 
diaspora leaders, expressing concern over 
their self-interest.

Distrust of influential figures like majhis due to 
widespread corruption and criminality.

60% of women had little or no awareness of 
current leaders.

Call for leadership based in the camps, and 
rooted in education, fairness.
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Immediate Priorities in the Camps

Safety & protection:  56% raised urgent need to stop violence 
from armed and criminal groups.

Education: 50% raised importance of education, especially for 
youth.

• Seen as key to regaining dignity and future leadership.
• Call for resourcing and mainstreaming community-run schools by 

Rohingya teachers

Basic services: Access to food, healthcare, and shelter remains 
inadequate.

Livelihoods: Opportunities for income generation to reduce 
dependency on aid.

Repatriation urgency: Strong demand for concrete steps toward 
safe return with rights.



Role of International Community

Beyond aid: Current humanitarian response is insufficient — Rohingya 
demand political solutions, not just food and shelter.

Global responsibility: Call for active leadership by UN, regional powers, 
and OIC/Muslim-majority countries.

Pressure on Myanmar actors: UN, States, international courts must 
exert pressure to secure guarantees from Myanmar actors for an 
agreement and ensure accountability for past crimes.

Partnership with Rohingya leaders: International actors should engage 
directly with educated Rohingya representatives to shape roadmap.



Key Recommendations based on Study

• The ULA/AA must comply with international law, monitor its actions towards the Rohingya, and invest in confidence building 
measures identified by the Rohingya to stay true to its promise of inclusive governance.

• There must be increased documentation of the AA’s actions against the Rohingya and ongoing investigations must include AA’s 
abuses.

 
• The pro-democracy movement in Myanmar must mainstream acknowledgement of the persecution and violence against the 

Rohingya. 

• The NUG must translate its post-coup pledge towards recognition of Rohingya identity and restoration of their rights into actions. 

• Rohingya civil society and youth led networks in the camps must be elevated, trained on governance, civics, peacebuilding, and 
allowed safe space for political discourse build the capacity of grassroots actors to do well-informed and effective advocacy on 
pathways for repatriation. 

• Complementary pathways allowing higher and university level education to Rohingya youth are urgently needed to prevent 
hopelessness and rising criminality in the camps.

• Reparations including access to land must be mainstreamed in the roadmap for Rohingya repatriation.

• International community, relevant member states including regional powers must leverage all diplomatic pathways effectively to 
exert pressure for inclusive political dialogue, expand and enforce sanctions against the junta, and support the ongoing 
accountability efforts. 
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